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THE TINKERED TARIFF.

Chang:s in Customs Rates Under the
Revised Code.

A NEEDED TREASURY REFORM

loose Construction and Administration of
tbe Revenue Laws.

Fernando Wood to the New York
Chamber of Commerce.

Washington, Jan. M. uts.
Dbab Sib-So man v letters ol inquiry and complaintrespecting tbe increased rutei of duty

w:uch have been levied on merchandise imported
nndar tno Revised Statutes have been addressed
to mo t>y business m^n in .New vors wnicn ueserve

reply, that 1 venture to avail myself 01 the Chamberof Commerce iui a medium or answer to all by
one communication.
That the revision enacted by Congress. June 22,

1874. contains part or the laws, geneiai and permanentIn then; nature, wtiled were in lorce on

Decernaer l, 1873, cannot be denied, for Congress
declared as much in section 5,59o oi that enactmenuWnetaer the revision contains all the
tows then In loroe must depend on an exanimationin a specified case, to see whether
a particular law nas in any part been embracedin the revision, lor the last clause
of section 6,591 declares that "all acta of
Congress passed prior to said last named day
(December 1, 1873), no part of wiflch are embraced
In said revision, shall not be affected or changed
by lis enac'-men Uy 'no par;" must be meant
no part ot the operative text of sucu law; and if
this be so tne seventeen volumes of statutes prior
to the revision may be as lmDortan; in tariff mattersnow as tney were ueiore June ti, 1874, becausethere are many laws and joiut resolutions
regulating the collection of tae revenue on importswhich contain not more than one or tiro
sections. It cannot be denied either that Congress
understood, and the country understood, that the
revision was to be a laitniul rejection of repealed
laws aud a true expression of those which were
nrepealed on iha 1st day of December, 1873.

Abundant citation4 from tne words of those dtpoannnai HIa for r h« roviiuin And linlr ori t/i

toy the two nouses fjr the laitbful execution of the
worn, can be made in proof ot this from the pages
ol Ibe Congressional Record oi the last session.

LEGISLATIVE U1STOKY OK TUK REVISION.
* The principal tacts in regard to the revision are

these:.On June <7, isae, Congress authorized the
President to appoint three commissioners "to reviae,aimpUty. arrange and consolidate" tHe statoies.Tne duration of the commission being practical^limited to three years. It was revived for
three years more by the law of May 4, 1870, and
finally the commission reported In the form of
two iarge volumes, printed by congress. On
March 3, 1873, Congress authorized a Joint committeeof the two bouses to accept, but did not approveor adopt, thia report of the commissioners;
to contract wita a suitable person to prepare,

. under the direction oi the committee, the com.
nissioners' report, and print '.be same in the form
ol a bill, to be laid before Congress next December.1 lua proposition was introduced by General
Butler, who said:."The wont authorized is
merely clerical." The joint commi tee was raised;
it reported, as directed, to the Bouse, through the
cbalrmau. on December U, 1873, and the report.
In ine lorui oi one large primed voluue, was reivrredto tne Committee ou the Kevision oi the
La*ou tmu occasion General Butler said :.

l desire to premlne here trmt your committee telt it
their Duuiiiieu auiv not >o allow, ,o lar as they coulil aseerall),any cliuiiu* ol the law. 1 Ills emhodies lh» law
W it is. I'tie leiniitunoD, ot courae. wm very great,
where a law i-ei-med to oe Imperfect, to perfect it by the
Lerauon ot words and phials, or to make *oma

cbaug.'. Hui thai teraptalion ha-.. «o tar as I know and
bi In ve. I>eeii resisted. We have not attempted torhaime

nt reading or oliferent reuse. .ill thai has been Uoiie
to to atrUc out the obsolete Darts. and to condense an]
consolidate and JilliK loxetlier -taiu.es « uari mvUt-rtu
ao ibat ymi have here, except in so tar as it is human to
rr. tlie iaw» of the Cnitvd mate* uiMer which we now

live. And it will be Lecessarv, it the bill pasae* tongreoa.that It shan pass without any one nnrtertukimr to
ameud lie law a* it stands 111 th.s revision; becuune,
once im ginning to uin' Ud Hi" revision by altering the
law irmu ivnat it is will lead into hii inte/niliiahle sea.
In wbirh wesliaii never And soundings and winch will
never dud n snoro.

An<l on the same da/, pending this debate, the
following took piace between Judge Poiana aud
Biysell:.
Mr. Wood.If the gentleman from Vermont will par

litme 1 would like to a.-k him a question.
tie .'Pkiikk f th.s matter cousumes time the Chair

will leel hound toXhruw it over.
Mr. foLi.nn.I do not intend to lake any time myiell,

but 1 win hear the gentleman's <|ue«tion.
Mr. » mod.It is. w hether there will be anything In

Ibis revision of ^e laws that we havo not already in
th statutes at larger

Mr. ioukd.Nothing; at least we do not intend there
fhail lie.
here we have a clear xhioltlon or what the

committee 01 toe two Douses intended the re
vision «uoald be. It was an elimination of obsolete
provisions; a condensation and consolidation of
laiutcs in par \Mleria.
On tbe 1Mb ol the n *xt month Mr. Poland Informedtne House that he was directed by tbe

Committee on the Kevi»ion of tne L*ws 10 report
back the mil. and. by unanimous consent, ine
House undertook to sii two evening* 01 each week
In Committee 01 the Wtioie tor its consideration.
It was men stated by the cbairman ol the committeethat Mr. Duraut. a lawyer in Washington,
bat nee 11 employed by the committee to re visa
toe work 01 tne c mml-sioners. woo had made, to
some extent, changes in tbe law, an correct sucn
cnanpea, in order mat tbe bill might i.e a trmuiui
reflex of the existiDn matut-a in force. And it
was then added tnat since the work had been
be ore the Committee on the Kevision of tba
Laws, It had oeen ho thoroughly re-examined

teat me bill us reported by me committee is -an
exact tranacriut, an exact reflex, 01 toe existing
statute law or rue Called state?."
A portion 01 three even.nys of February 19, 20

and M, were devoted to tne tanff on import*,
wurrein uunr auiem'raents to the work o( Mr.
Durant were propose! ami carried Id Commute*
oi tne Wnole *iually, aiter a lew evening*, ttie
bill wan reported to the llouso wltn toe amendments,wnicti were not iriuted, and paused wiilioutdiscission. It waa reported to me senate
May 24, 1874, and tlie chairman of the Committee
on tne lie vision of tne haw* in that body (.Senator
CoukliDg) declared mat. -the aim throughout hua
been to preserve absolute identity 01 meaning,
Dot to chancre tne law in any particular, however
minute, but to present in miniature, or condensation.the law in ail its part* as it was actually
louud ro exist dispersed tbrouga seventeen
oiumes ol statutes."
l'pon the ialtii ot this representation, as 1 DeUeve.tlie bill was adopted in tne .Senate wituout

any substantial deliberation or discussion. The
different steps in tne progress o, the revision, and
these distinct utterances of members of tne committeewho nad it iu charge, wnicn are given in
trie CongretaiuruU Record, uimi-n a sufficient evidencethat those wno voted tor the revision, as
well as tne whole country, believed, and had a
runt io believe, mat the law regulating the rates
ol duty on imported inerrnandi.se stood in tlie revisionpieciseiy ns it existed oil December 1, 1*73.
The revision, nv us term*, took effect immediately.It became u law into tne people ot tne
Called State* so suddenly that those whose conductit g iverned could uot ootaln a copy and tne
becretury or tne Treasury, in loo beginning of In*
report in reply to the resolution or me House of
December 14, 1S74, devotes a large portion thereof
to an explanation ol tlie difficulties he encountered
IB obtaining aud Distributing among collectors of
custom* that portion vviucli relates to duties
od imports. The importers oi New York and the
otner large port* ot me Cnited .states having
teen iniormeu, win * ihe revisiou wan under declaration,tiiar. aitnoutfh ameudmen'* were prof«*»dand adopted to lue tnii an revised oy Mr.
inraut leiatmg 10 the custom*. tner>- would be

no clunge wnarerer lu tne law prescribing ratea
01 duty. naturally io<>k iio interest in ne m inor,
put. wnfo [in* reviainn wan pat into practical operationor the treasury l>«purtment both iuii«rtersand cousumer* were astonished to And that
rate* ul duty under it were largely increased from
those which had been levied on tne Oral day 01 the
previous December. I he complaint* oi the extent
and magnitude 01 these exaction* in the city «(
New ) orK became so gencrul that I found it my
duty to introduce a tesolution oi Inquiry, whu n
ha* reunited in tne rei ort oy lie Secretary oi tne
'treasury, winch I »nclo*e, and whico, in 11* taoularstatement* irunt rue lour principal porta ol trie
ilnited Htates, more titan confirm* all thai ha*
t»ecn charged' In respect to the aweeping
cbaugea in rates oi duty wnich have been made
and 1 'lutik mat when a carelul compariaon la
made between me tarmlai srareinent.t ironi these
ioui port.-, enowing tin* lui reuse, uud tne text oi
tne rei ly oi tu<- secretary oi tne ireasury |»ur>

' porting ro give ttie leason or grounds lor mat Increase.considerable surprise a ,<i disappointment
will be ieit on account oi the utiAuiisiauioiy, li not
raaive. tuaouer in winch tins iiupoitaut subject

la treated.
kxthkbitr. en a Mi us tn aatns or ntrrr.

That great enaugci hare been made is not de.

KEW YORK
I Died. Indeea, tbe Treasury, tn one portion of Ita

rspiy. appears to desire u> mold itMU rrom responsibilityby the declaration mat tne ciasslflca|tiun* or rataa tnu* reported from the lead lug
p rt* "do not in all caaes conform to anv autnorlued construction or rating made public b> rue
department, and they are not in such oaaea adunitedto be the prober construction ol the law at
the time." TbU ta certainly a startling confession Id
respect 10 the adminiairatlon or the customs rev.
euue. Tba reuort or tba Treaaary Department,
however, does not deny that a large part or tba
chanced wnich Have been made under toe revision
have been by Ita authority or direoilon.
hkasuns roa tbb chanuxs inadequate and fallacious.
Tha Secretary. In bia r ply. concedea that "pre*

nous ratings ol the department" t.ave been reversed»ince the revision, and an attempt la made
to justify tbia reversal upon the uround that
"either in the practice or the local officers, or m
the rulings 01 the department, and in tbe loug
period from tMl to 1874, aoiue reaulta muat necessarilynavo been attained in tlie direction or undue
concession, such as a rigid revision and condensa:tioo ol tbe law would require to be reversed;" In
ot^er words, cnangea in rates 01 duty bave come.
because those wuo revised the laws intended to
reverse, and did reverse, by legislation the pre,vtous rulings 01 the department.
A law enacted in 184-J, and embodied In aeetloa

ol the Kevlsed Statutes, makes it "tbe duty
or all officers or tue customs to exeenre and carry
into effect all the instructions oi tbe Seoretary of
toe Treasury relative ro the execution or tbe
revenue laws; and in case any difficulty shall arise
as to tne trtie construction or meaning oi any part
oi the revenue Uws. the decision oi the Secretary
of the Treasury shall be conclusive and binding
upon all officers oi tbe cusioma." And by the
old laws oi 1845, 1867 and 18fl4, tue
substance of which Is embodied in the Revised
Statutes, the decision of the secretary oi the
Treasury upon an appeal to him roin the collector
ol customs In rcspect to tne rate and amouut or
duty la final and conclusive upon tue govoiument
and every one else, unless the importer sees fit to
bring a suit at law to test the correctness of such
decision. Taereiore tne previous rulings or the
predecessors in office oi the present Secretary of
the Treaatiry Wnicb, he says, tbe Revised Statutes
intended to corrector reverse, were laws, blndlnc
at that time upon the government as wellaa upon
iinporrera.

NO QBKERAL TARIFF LAW SINCI 18731
No general law Axing or coanging duties Mad

been enacted by (Jointress since June 10. 187&
During the period between this date and Decern-
ber 1, 18*3 (more than eiguteen months), the interpretationsof exiating laws had become well
settled ana well Known by importers, and t:ie rates
demanded by the government were established In
ttie memory of foreigners as well as our own clti-
/ens. None or tuem supposed that the ratea pro-
scribed by tne Secretary oi tne Treasury and
levied lor eighteen months, since June 10, 1672,
were not tne legal ratea. or tnat the government
misinterpreted its own laws.
Tne Treasury does not denv that certain sections

ol the laws oi lutti and 186& which were eniorced
br the Executive on December 1, 1873. were excludedby or drooped trum the Revised Statutes,
aud mereby duties were increased. It, however,
justiiles thu exclusion or dropping on ttie ground
that when the earlier and la»er tariff laws-were
condensed in tne revision the an erior loroe of the
later acta became apparent and tne alternative
or earlier provision was necessarily excluded.'*
This theory o. revi.-ion may or mav not be correct,
but the difficulty is that the ooditters thereby
silently excluded laws actually "in lorce." and th«
exclusion has worked an increase In rates of duty.
I aid not understand at tne time that the revision
womu iiivuiapiuu iucu a icouii.

HUPKIKE COURT DECISIONS.
The Secretary says:.
The revision, however, brought alt that legally remainedof tho various statutes together, thus giving the

later acta their proper effect ahd dropping those which
hail iM Cii the cause ol uiucli misconstruction No sui>st<ntial change or law appears to have been made; tlie
present text 1* clear aud easy ot reference, and the contusionand coiitrad.etory features or the lorraer state of
tlie law are removed, 1'iie divoniity ot decisions in tii«
local court* that has existed in customs cases was due
cnlctiy to this multiplicity or unrepealed statute*, the
case of .-inythe vs. r'is* et aL. reca ntiy decided in the
supreme Court, being an instance. Tne court below held
th.it duties were chargeable under the earlier statute,
whereas the Supreme Court unanimously decided tliat
the later act was tne law In force. The rule !nen laid
down, ana before referred to as being established by the
supreme Court deci-ion ot 1851. appears to have been observedthroughout the revision, and it has been careiullv
followed in tne ruling* »f this ..epartmcnt under it. this
condensed text being of great service In the practical collectionof the customs revenue.

Here it will be »eeu that toe department again
couiesses tnat certain statutes in force on
December 1, 1873, being "toe cause or
rnucn misconstruction.-'' were dropped altogetherin toe revision, and adds tnat this
mode oi condensing or revising the laws has
been lustlfled by a recent decision or the supreme
Court. A copy oi the decision or the court in toe
case re.'erreu to is bsiore me. Tne question involvedwas toe true rate of auly imposed on an
ariltlp Known as "silk neckties,'1 and the Court
very properly decldfed tnat tney were dutiable at
fl ty per cent under tne last clause ot tne eighth
fectiou oi ihc tariff law oi I8«4; and in this very
opinion or the Court mere Is a confirmation ol the
cnarge that the Kevisea (Statutes did actually and
intentionally change the previous law. The law
oi .Juiv 14, 18B.'. contained in tne thirteeritn sectiona acneduie whlcn embraced, among other
tiling?, "articles worn by men. women or
chiiuren, of whatever material composed,
made ut> or made wholly or In part by hand,
not otherwise provided tor." In schedule M ol the
Kevised statutes, page 47s, this provision Is reuroduced.but in mis cnanued torm:. Articles
worn by men, won.en, or children, ol whatever
m aerials composed, except siik aoa linen, mads
up or made wholly or in part by band, nor otherwiseprovided lor." It wul be seen that tne revisionluserts the words '-except slllt and Unen."
The opidIou of the court calls attention to tnla
change, aud Ays:.
The exception* mentioned (silk and linen) were here

for the tirnMinie expressly interposed, bat It huisIiKislativi-declaration iliat rucii ww the state of tne law
on tiii: lotot i>ici>rober. 1*73, without the exceptions;
und It is neee.isarllr a construction ol the lam clause of
the cwlith section 01 the act ol 14M in accordance wim
that uliusli we have given to it. ltwastue dcclareU
purpose oi Congress locollate all ine statuies us they
were at tbatuate, aud uot to make any change in tbair
provisions. Obviously these exceptions were intended
to remove doubta aud misoonsiraction which were
known to have prevailed to some extent.

llere It will be seen triaj the Supreme Court
adopts tne idea, II not the laturuaore, used In the
circular 01 tne secretary of the treasury, August
11, 1974, to the effect that, aa Congress declared
that the Kevised .Maiutea contain tne law in Jorce
on December l, 187:5, thereiore the insertion in the
law ol is#:! oi the words "except silk and linen"
must be taken by tne court aa a Congressional inatructionor ueciaration that auch waa tn > meauIngoi the previous law. so that tne Supreme
Court, instead of navlog held that the mode oi revisionwas the correct one, or that tne laws of 18«1
and lM'i ought to uave been omitted from the revision,declared In effact that tne Court cannot
look beyond the declaration of Congress in tne HevisedStatutes as to the meaning oi previous tariff
laws, no matter whether mat declaration, in tne
opinion or tne Court, be true or laiae. And It will be
seen tnat tins declaration in tne revision may, unlessCongress intervenes, influence all future decisionsol the Court on questions of durjr turning
on tue old laws.

I iVB fk* 1M1 AVD 1RR9

Between the dates ot the general tariff act of
Marcn 2, imi, and or the Revised Statutes, congreaaHad passed tome sixty laws relating to
duties on importa and their collection. Five of
these.namely, two enacted in 1M1, one in 1*02,
one in loM, and auother iu 1872.mar oe ciaaaeu
aa general tariff acta, because they covered a
large clasi of articles. Neither 01 these In terms
entirely repealed me previous ones, nor did Con
greaa intend they snuiild i>e altogether repealed.
Qfle overlapped the other or otuurwiae modtfled it,
and so In 1872 reference was Had to lo«l to decloe
what rates certain articles should pay. in* sjstemof continuous legislation was bad. tint tons it
was, and the necessity 01 going baca to old lawa
waa increased oy the habit whicu had urown In
Congress of generally imposing (at the cud 01 certainenumerations) on all articles manufactured
ot specioed material a prescribed rate 01 duty,
uniess the articles bad been ' otherwise provided
lor." 1 his phrase ma£e it necessary to ransack
all previous lawi to see 11 there was any aucn provision.With thU explanation the comprehensive101 ce of the following aentenccs In a circular
of the Treasury Department to collectors of customs,dated August 21, 1874 (Contained in hia reply
to the Mouse), Interpreting toe revision, becamu
apparent. Hcaay#:.
Several clause* ot the tariff acts of March 2, 1A61. and

July 14. Hdtf, winch w.-re at tlrst supposed tu lie inoduied
or repealed bv tlie act ot .lune *», l*>4, and subsequent
acta, out which were revived at various uine* throuxli
decision* ol the courts or ol thU nepartnisut, are ueclKivutyexcluded from the present act. and mereiore cra»e
to Pave force m.er the. date ol its passage. A.non* these
are. nr»t. tlie rate of duty on certain description* ol
linen*.aameiy. "drills, coating*. brown liolUnd, winy
linens, uainaats,' which, lieniif name* or descripliifiismeuiloiied in (he acts 01 I8ul and 18ii, ivere
not repeated ill the act ot liW4; also a class ol articles
c niina under tlie geuersl destination of "manufactures
not oilicrwisa provided lor, composed of mixed material*in part ol cotton, silk. wooi. or worsted, heina, jute.
or nax ine rate ni uuit iuj|>u««» nj ukn t<*u ac»

beios .16 per cem ad valorem. Many fabric* liav« reini'inmcnargeable with duty under authority of ttm
eiati>e: but no such e aaslflca.lon m contained In the art
o< June CI. 1*11, all good* formerly so clmurd bein« now
chartt 'd witn ilutv according to their identity with, or
Mimiiatinn to u h'-r define I titmv'j.
It reierance be now had to me report of AppraiserDarling, of New Vork, giving uie r.Umiilcatiousin ms department before and Alter June

jj, 1*74, it will he lean mat articles were tnro*n
into new schedules and rates of duty were enormouslyincreased on mauu.actures ol goat's hair,
wool, cotton, Hiik and mixed material* by tne ex]elusion irotu the revision uf these lawa of lfcfll an<l
ln«i universally neld to be in lorce on jet-ember
I, 1*73.

THE HIMfLtTT'DB LAW Of 1942.
From sucn examination aa I nave given to tne

report* from me p.incipal ports It appears to me
that on a larre portion or me artiuies, besides
those jienerany designated an "textile inbrics,"
on which du'ie* have been changed under tne revision,tne result nas been chiefly accomplished
by slight variations in the text of tne law. Kxecotiveinterpretation nas no doubt overstrained
ihesc flight variations, nut the foundation oi tne
mischief is in tne revision. This mischief mum,
nevertheless, nave been remedied il the
Treasury nad heid fast in its execution or
tin: ne w provisions to the general declaration or the
revisers and ol Ouneral Hatter and Metiator Conklingmat. no cttani/e of the old law was intended.
Hut it did not, and one of tli*> most potential InatruaeiMin working the evunlM Mtf iijuilci
ol which importers comp.atn is tne use which
has been made ol the twentieth section ol the
tariff law oi August ao, 184:1, which u Contained
in «eciion i,4W of the revision.

' burin* the twenty rears before 1891 the three
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general tariff acts were tboM of im 1848 and
1447. That of 1M7 preserved substantially the
system of schedules or ernmeratlons In 184«,
only reducing toe rates of dniy. These laws 01
1842 ana 1844 were, perhaps, the moat comprehensiveaud best considered tariff enactments on tbe
statute books. In toe sense ol precise, commercial
and alphabetical designation or each article in
separate schedules. To provide lor any accidentallyomltteu article or any newly made labrlc tbe
following section was inserted In tbe law of IMS:.
See. V..Aad be It further enacted, lhat there shall

be levied, collected and paid on each and every nouenuiueratedarticle which bears a similitude. either in
material, quality, texture, or the uae to which It uiav be
applied, to any enumerated article chargeable with duty
the tame rate 01 duty wbleb li levied and charged on
the enumerated article which it most resembles To anr
or the particulars belore mentioned; and It any uonenumerutedarticle equal!* resembles two or more
enumerated artlc.es. on which different rates of duty
are chargeable, there shall be levied, colleo'.ed and paid
on such uon-euuuaereted article the same rate 01 duty
as is chargeaole on the article which it resembles pay
ing the highest duty: and on all articles manufactured
irom two os more material* the duty shall be astcMrd at
the highest rates at which any ol Its compotent parts
may be chargeable.
Under tba laws of 1846 and 1867, which continuedthe system ot 1842, tbe courts very property

held that this section was in force, not to impose
a uew rate of duty, but to Rive a rule lor ascertainingtne true rate on an article ner-her xpectaily
provided lor by name in those laws nor ixlling
wnlun the clauses for non-enumerated articles,
because so resembling an enumerated article aa
to be governed bv the section. Tbe single inquiry
was whether an article was enumerated. But tba
tariff legislation durtng the rebellion was, much ol
It. necessarily hasty, and adopted to meet a pressingneed for reveuue. No one law repealed, Use
tli.it of 1842, all previous laws, but, as i nave said
belore. tne tariff acts for eleven years overlapped,
and were interlaced one with another. Tills Is
obvious to any one who careinny studies the legislationof 1881, 180.', 18C4 and 1872. Those laws at.
wauf/ivu tv tinsoiij aiiivivo ovpH>»«v www

cious, according to the materials of their
manufacture, whether of iron, steel, alass,
cot; on, wool or Mik. And aite^ enumeiatmg
articles spcoially. to tbe extent which cue power or
eonveuience 01 Congress or an (agonizing interests
tnerein permittee?, there would be a concluding
clause at a different rata 01 duty lor a general
en jmeratlon of articles ot a specified material of
manuiac'.ure "not otnerwise provided lor." To
ascertain tne intention of Congress under this system01 legislation since isai, tbe aid of tne section
reierred to lu tbe law 01 18« waa rarely Invoked,
because there was rarelr an article not either
specifically or freneraliy enumerated. And tne injusticeof invoking it can be made apparent by a
reference to tbe law Known as "Tbe Llttie Tariff
bill," wliicn has just passed congress, and whlcU
directs tbat manuiactures not specially provided
for shall pay sixty per cent il containing not more
than srventvltve parts in value of silk, bat fifty
per cent if containing more than that oi pure
silk. Here U an enumeration of tn« two classes
oi manui&cture. But the last clause ot this law of
1842 and oi section 2,499 of the Kevued Statutes
says:.
Anil on all articles manufactured from two or more

material* the duty shall be aasewed at the liiftheat ratea
at wnicb any ot ita component part* may ue chargeable.
The rate lor pure ailk la sixty per cent, and underthis ciause "tbe Little Tariff bill," which only

imposes fltry per cent on certatn proportions of
cotton and silk, would be nullified.

If reierence oe bad to tbe excellent and searchingcriticisms of tne Collector oi tbe port of Baltimoreon tne practical contusion and Injustice
whicb tbe sudden application of this "similitude
law" or 1842 baa worked, further comments of
mine will be unnecessary. They are on pages 48
and 49 oi the report of tbe Treasury. Tbe applicationof tbla "doctrine of aaaimilaiion," beiore
permitting the positive clause* of tbe law to operate,tne Collector of Baltimore regards as nullliyingrue intentions of Congresa and as Intrust-
lug w cuiuiui eAduiiucra miu *|ipihusib vague
ana arbitrary power, impolitic and never intended.It is [dib similitude ten wlilca has
created a part 01 the confualon respecting Japanesesilks and '.be different rates at tne differont

fiorts on similar articles, and It la plain to see that
i will be next to impossible >or any Secretary or
the Treasury to make rates 01 duty uniform lroni
Maine to Caliiornia on textde fabrics where the
inquiry is as to similitude either in material,
quality, texture or uses.

responsibility FOR TUB CHANGES.
I am not unmindiui of toe great, the almost In*

surmountable, difficulties whicn any one would
encounter who undertook to condense and repro;duce last June tue subsisting laws on the custom*
revenue. They were so numerous, they extended
over so many years, the repealed and unrepealed
were so interlaced and interlocked, and the true
interpretation 01 mauyoi tnem was so doubtiul,
tuat equally intelligent and upright men could not
well laii to differ tiureou. aud it is peruaps surprising-tuat no more aissatisiactlon with the re,vis,on exists- And if tue revision changed rhe
language 01 the law the Executive could not well
disobey the revision, although 1 tnink the Treasury
would liave oeeu sustained if it naa reiuseJ 10
vary the rates it imposed on the 1st day of December,187& Congress certainly cannot fairly be
blamed, nor do 1 thiuk that any member or the
revising c«mnuttee oi tue House was aware tuat
tne verbal ciiauges made, or% the dropping
01 certain statutes, would, in practical administration,produce tne results we see. Wnetuer auy
ntio a itin inunlrpil AhftnffpR with mir.h An in runt is

not so certain. There is certainly much method
iu some oi the alterations. Nor do I impute any
blame to tbe present secretary or the 'ireaaury,
altbougn 1 am tree to a <y tnat, in my view, the
person who is reierred to bv Mr. Poland (CongresaionalRecord for February 1», 1874, page 26)
a» assisting tbe commltiee in behalf 01 tbe Treasuryshould not have been aiterwara selected to
put tbe law in operation and interpret tbe Interpretation.
Bavioy first entered tne House of Represent**

ttves in May, 1841, as u memoer irom New York
city, l have Men and bad experience enough sinoe
tuen in public affairs to matte me tolerant in cruicismof those charged with tbe responsibilities of
government, wbo strive in good laith honestly to
discharge tbeir obligations. It is, therelore,with no posalole purpose to exfressany censure ot secretary Briatow tnat
say tnat, in my opinion, tne system oi administrationoi tnat part oi the Kevenue Department

wbicn decides wnat rates or duty Congress has
Imposed needs to be thoroughly cnangea. it Is a
uemendous prerogative o. tbe executive to say
what rates onr contused statutes levy and preserveuniformity at all the ports; and yet the (secretarycannot iu person, under the present
arrangements, decide each of the perplexing
questions oi statute oonstrucilon. He delegates
the power to a subordinate, aua he generally a
mere clerk, wno decides without hearing argumenton either side. For tbe government it may
bo saie to lotlict tne highest rate in all cases of
doubt, but that may be very unjust to tne Importer.And .vet there must be in Washington a
unit of responsibility and ueciston for ihe different
porta. My own observation and impression are
that siuce I first entered congress mere nas
been tou much drawing to Washington in
this matter of labor and care irom tbe
several ports, which has dwsrfjd tne collectors,
who are under tbe law primarily responsible in
this business to Congress and tbo country. The
collector is by statute, ana should be in lact, tbe
chiei customs omcer of tbe port. The whole expensivemachinery ol his office is maintained only
to levy and collect the duties on imports pre,scrioed by congress, section 2,021 of the Revised
statutes uescrtues a part of his functions thus:.
To receive tbe entries oi all ships or vetseis and of the

goods. wares or uierchsndiss Imported in tnem.
To estimate * ' tliu amount oi the duties payable

thereupon, indorsing such amounts upou the respective
entries.
To receive all moneys paid for duties ana take all

bonds lor securing the ps nient thereof.
lie (section 2,901) designates tbe goods to be ap-

prat-eu; 10 mm mo appraiser reports; 11 ne oe
uissatufleu be can order another examination;
and il the appraisers disagree lie decides between
tnem. 11* i» resjionsiuie, primarily, lor all cla*»itlcationslor duty. Under sections 2,tui and a,oil
nla decision, as to rate and amount, is Un.il uniess
there be au appeal to Washington or a suit in
court. The correct interpretation 01 tanit laws is
tuus nis urst and one oi lua highest obligations.
He is aupoirted uy trie PiesidciH and confirmed
t)j tne .senate to do this work, and ne suould
neulier delegate it to deputies nor suborumatea at
bis own port or allow it to pass out oi his uauda
into those oi clerks in Washington, unless in conflictwith collectors at other ports, where tne personaljudgment of the secretary suould interpose.
Toe collectors at the several porta are, as a ruie,
competent men; they are In daily contact with
merchants, and clerks in Washington are not; and
mere should be no subordinate* in these matters
oi statute construction between them and tbcbeoretary.

OTHER REMEDIES AND REFORMS.
For any increased exactions aDove tnose levied

in December, 187a, which are the result oi erroneousExecutive interpretations oi tint revision,
the courts are or couish open; but lor tno«e made
by Congress, even uniaceutioiialo, the courts caa
aflord no re>iei. I introduced into tne nou«e at
tne begiuning oi this session a joint resolution,
which is now oefore the committee on Ways and
Means, and wnion bereaiter would conflno tne Bxecutve to ine rates the Treasury levied a year
ago last Deceit ber. it would bnn^ order oat of
tne exisiing comusiou and probably give sstls

action,but only temporarily; lor the wiiole systemneeus immediate overhauling. There is now
beiore the Wars aim Means committee a bill imm
tne Aenate wnich looks in that direction. J'he
amount oi money winch the government lerjntrea
irom customs the Executive ought to he aiue to
estimate witn reasonable certain jr. not) then
provision should be immediately made by
taw. on conference witu the different chambersof commerce tn the country, tor
a commission to take up tne work
of preparing a tariff levying that amount, and
macmnery tor Ita prompt, economical ana stiiaiactorycollection. In tins commission mere ia
needed the best faculties in the country lor acquiring,tenting, collating nnd reproducing lacia
ano statistics lor ih« iniormation «»i Cougre»a. It
should be a commission ot a lew among i.ie beat
nuainess men in congress or out, whether merchants,manufacturers. lawyer* or oillcials, and,
like Important parliamentary commissions in buglaud,should call beiore It and examine every out
capable oi affording asMatance by ms Information
and experience, ana ir> element 01 par i>an politicsshould ne permitted to distort or tnwart ihe
single inquiry how tne needed money can oe beat
raised iroin unporrs. Pacta and flgurea #re what
Is first needed, and not aruumentu, and to o'jtsin
these lacts and fignres in the lorm of evidence the
couutry should gladly make an adequate expenditureof time and money. Very respectmil r,YV.KM AN DO WOOD.
To the Protdrmt or tub Chamiibk or comMKHi'K,>EW VOItK CITT.
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THE ICE HARVEST.
Preparing for "Ninety-five in

the Shade."

ALONG THE UPPER HUDSON.

Gathering- and Housing the
Crystal Blocks.

Two Millipn Five Hundred ThousandTons Secured.

VALUE '828,000,000.
Porouaraii, V. T., Jan. 31,1ST l.

For two weeks or more the Hudson River at
many point* between tnte city and Albany baa
presented aoene or bustling activity. Thousands
01 men, rugged and weather-beaten, of boys, capableor the fatigue or ordinary adults, and steam
engines and elevators spot tbe pioture like a

leopard's skin. Year after year, wlien tbe broad
bosom or this noble stresm Is stilled and one unbrokencrystal plain binds in bondage its majestic
length, the plctnre Is repeated, and beneath tbe
hills oovered with snowe heaped np like the
treasures or tbe arctic, the stillness like to that or
a deserted graveyard, gives way to the noise and
con fusion or thousands in busy employment. It
Is the harvest of Ice.the gathering or that indispensablearticle or summer consumption, witnout
which mankind in large cities wonld ill get along,
.nit tn hn whniiv deprived of would render life
almost intolerable. It ta tbe synonym of

LDXURT TO BVBBT AMKRICAN
in tbe atlfllng days of summer, ana nowhere In
tbe world ! it so abundantly used aa In New Yore.
With tbe mercury "ninety-Are in tbe ahade," a*
spanning draught of Iced Croton la a treat which
baa eapecial clalma above all tho wlnea ana champagnein Chrlatendom, and, when not obtainable,
there la a longing for it wblob wine ia powerieaato aaanage. A acanty auppiy of ice la
something uupleaaant to oonteraplate. Tbe Oothamitewho ia compelled to lorawear tbe nooka and
abades of the country and endure tbe aultry beats
and seething atreeta ol the metropolla looks for
lce-pltct)era and water-coolers on every hand, and
thinks them as necessary to comtort as are bread,
butter and beefateak. He finds them, too, wheneverand wherever be aeeka them; for It baa become
an eatabliahed fact that tbe ' nap or oold water"
to be found gratuitously supplied all over the
country goes far in making up tbe general verdict
that tbe cltlzena or the United States live more
luxuriously tuan any other people on the faoe of
the earth. If a Aew Yorker were compelled to pay
ten cent* for a lew lumpa of ioe awlmmlng la
water on a tepid pla te, as moat be done id Paris
lor tola rare luxury, what would be aayf Why, ne
would gently Intimate that be waa being awlndled
and act accordingly.

PLENTY OP IT.
lee la an Amerloan necessity, and I am glad to

be able to tell all GotbamltM, ail brewers and
paokera, all bolel keepers and testaarateurs, ail
ownera of saloons and porternonses and all housekeepersIn general tnat the tee crop of this year
along the Hudson was never before equalled, both
In quality and in quantity. "There's millions in
It" Millions or tons of glistening cakes are now
in the vast houses on the oanks of the river, and
by Tuesday of this week, If the weather holds
tavorable, the army ol laborers will have ceased
work; the last canal being cat and the last block
ol crystal snugly packed in place.

BEOINMNO THE HARVEST.
Vigorous measures for the harvesting of the Ice

erop were not taken until the aecond week of the
mnnth wh*n t.ti* anrlrfAn Affeif nrnlnno«rl

cold bid the superintendents commence work at
once. Then tbe word went forta to ail the unemployedon tbe river banks, and far back Into
mountain hamlets and Tillages, to the Idle farmer
boys, that there was a cnance again to make a lew
dollars, and tbe brigade soon responded, tally
ten thousand stalwart canalmen, bricklayers,
boatmen, tlliers of the soil and those of all kinds
of business In warm weather, and some of no
business whatever at any time, accepted
tne terms offered and began the labor
01 quarrying and boosing tbe required
crop. Prom the first the ice has been of the purest
quality, and tree from dirt, grit or honeycomo,
the blocks sparkling in tbe sunlight witn crystal*
line beauty ana wituout half an inch 01 snow oa
tbelr top. iroui t*reive mcbes thick.wuca tbe
catung commenced along the upper end of the
river, it soon became tourreen and mxtee n Inches,
and nu« the last ol tbe summer supply being
gathered in this vicinity has an average 01 fliteeu
inches.a figure that will approach correctness
with the
JCMT1KK TWO MILLION FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND

TOMS
that win be boosed In tbe vast receptacles on the
Hudson in two or three days. Everytnlug has oeen
favorauie lor the work this season with but one
exception.tbe s rue ot tbe laborers soon alter
cutting began. Toe tveather, most, oi tbe time of
that spat kilog character that makes an American
occasionally boast of the iced champagne atmosphereof our winter days, has been ot immense
service In helping on tbe busine-s. Tnen tne cauracterof tbe men that sought tbe employment
waa above tbe average, and of tnat rugged natareto tuiljr stand up against toe physical haidsnipsincidental to tho laoor. Tbe usual minor
difficulties oi garnering nave not even oeen encountered,an tue lalis of snow up the river Have
been very 9light. Ho none of the lailantutH assertion!that ice has n it Deen stored in sufficient
quantities, nor auy ol the usual criei resorted to
by the companies to rorce upward its pnoe, can be
used in tn coming season with any degree of consistencyor ol trutuul business decency.

mousing the ckof.
The ice crop oi 1873, a good season, amounted

to 1,408,600 tons, but in 1874 the cold weather
was so spasmodic mat tne harvest was
nearly ono moutn behind, and wore being
commenced late and tne Ice of au interior quality,
the larger companies were in a dilemma and
Ions beiore the summer was over were customers
to tne Eastern dealers. This year no difficulty of
tnis Kind wi.l exist. Tne quantity now in store Is
greater man ever beiore accumulated, and wnen
it ta known that in i860 tne crop gathered was
less than 4ao,oo.i tons an idea oi the growing vastnessol the uustness cau be obtained, 'i'nen tne
Knickerbocker Company, now the leader In the
trade, stored but 200,000 tons, wnereas mis year
tney will have on hand wnen through witn tne
work nearly woo,000 tons or tne crystal blocks iu
their numerous nouses. To bo mo;e definite, tins
supply is stored at various points along the river,
wuuiu easy shipping distance of New York. In
houses tne aggregate capacity ol which Is stated
in the subjoined table:.

kNll'kKllBOCKER COMPANY.
Ih/xtrity CapacityCt Tt»u. in Tutu.

^trlan/1 T.iilr*. wn it HI TiipItav Pnlnf. lit imfl
Lake Meliaujih
Highland Lane 4U, ixj i-aveaport 2u,i)uo
Marlborough.. SKI.OOi Catukill 4n,IM)
KouKtiKeciJotc 61.OM liHinliur* flo.ito)
Htaaixburxli 35.U00 lUricn mand 3U.000

Known tSu.UUO Allien* fti.iKW
Rondout IV"«J I'uxMukte 75 000
Uhmeueck .vew italtlinore 3l>,0.;0
Matbu* ft ,U)0 Litlle Kla.bml) rvnxt
Harrvionn 3.J.UU) richoilack flft.iwu
Oppotitc Barrytown. IA.1M)

i 878.0UU
lo liilM quantity or new ice stored there mu*t be

Added -,10,000 tons or thereabouts or Ice purchase 1
01 Eastern partiea, whicu wan led over, and we
have tne grand agitreaate ot nearly mS8,ooo ions in
possession ot thm one compauy alone. To do me
work 01 KatUennx tnis immense quantity of ice
there were employed at the varum* points tne lollowingmen and boys. making an lnduatriou* army
or hardened muscle, whlcn obtains aid, no s ever,
irom toe number of nones and stcain engines
brought into requisition to facilitate the work:.

iiit 1.r required.
Itram

Men. Jlorft. Engine*.
Rockland i.ake eoj lao s>2
Lute Metiaugh IU0 W 201
Highland >*> 25 |u1
Mariborou^h M Ijo 112
Pouvlikeepaie 30J luo 11I
Maatrburjrh *»» *) 151

*'V> 76 ;vl I
Konilout '0 Id 24.

Mhlm-beck Ill 2fl 10 I
Klatliu'li <0> UM1
Barry I"wn 178 24 10I
Upputit'i Harry town B5 21 It1
Turkey Point 8.0 m 2i).

Ulaaro)' 70 20 . IS.
haveniiurt 20 25 »1
ralakul .'«) M SO1
Hamiiiirg :*>) W rt1
Warren Uland 15 mi 1A2

Atheiu :#)0 ft J 251
Uoxxarkle 4» HI flu2
jsew Ha'.nnore 1U0 50 iOI
l.ltile l- intliuali 100158 .

Mchodack ;<«) 44 4u2

total* 5.67J 1.1UJ Ui24

5UPPLEMENT.
OTHEB LARGE DKALIM.

In addition to the above more are the houses or
man; other companies on the river, whose business,toouiih not so extensive as that oi tbe
Knickerbocker, yearly emulates Its transactions
In the trade and is steadily growing. Ther build
additional homtes from season to season, while at
the same time they are crying "There la no money
In the business." instauce the erei'ilou*»t Verplanck'sPoint and Coxsackleof two new and enormousstructures lor >be Washington company, tbe
enterprising rival of the old giant Knickerbocker
in your city, with a respective cspacitv of uo.ooo
and 30,000 tons, and it will be thought that the
management are not troubled with scruples of
conscience wnen, in the laoe of theee iscts, the
stockholders assert they woald --gladiy aret out 1f
they could with whole skins." These companies,
with their bonses and tbe capacity of each, will be
found below
Place. Company. Tmu.

EtoputWashington. ai.UUO
Washington Point Wusiiuutou 4A.OOO
Roger's Island Washington 40, 00
Athens Washington SHOW
Coeymans WunliiiiRton 30,000
Verplanck's Point WusliiuiOon JU.ouo
Coxsacklo Wmluu.'tuii WI.0.K)
Weit Park Mutual Benefit 5>.Ooo
Maatsburg Mutual Benefit I»,u00
llarrytown..,. Mutual Benefit 40,000
Washington Point, near Newark 20,000
arrvtown, opposite Newark 40.000

Barry towu. opposite .New Jersey -0.001
Uermantown, south of.......New Jersey 46.000
ueriuantown, opposite Consumers' 70.000
Pell'sDock Consumers' 20,(0J
Catskill Van Stcenburgb 12,800
.New Baltimore. Van Steenburgh 20,100
Catskill Creek Antloch 2 ',(KM

AthensHowlauu A Hon 7.000
New Baltimore J. Keuukel 2(1.000
Coxsackle John Wolte 10,OX)
htuyresant J. C. Clark A Co 3i,000
Uumpion Point M. Peck 13,000
Barren Island Seward A Co 4S.OOO
catskill Unich A Kcinp 8.000
Pouvhkeepsie Meyer A Co <.000
Highland l.ake. Private Dartlcs SU,0(M

Total. Tw8,S0O
These employ 3,705 men, 808 boys, 300 horses and

23 steam engines, which, added to the statistical
ttthln nf t liA K mrlTArhni kpr (]i).nniinv. Wft bAV0 iirt

tne grand total at this time at work on me river
0,380 men, 1,701 boys, 770 horses and 47 engines,
Against this and as a means or contrasting the
business oi the year and also domoustraung that
It is on the increase, are the figures or last
season's number of laborers as loliows:.Men,
8,180; boys, 1,376; horses, 681; steam engines, 41;
showing a difference of 1,900 men, 326 boys, lv&
horses and 0 engines In lavor or the present
season.
Toe gross quantity which will do actually stored,

thereiore. by tne Knickerbocker and Washington
companies, of New York, and the several smaller
dealers rcacnes tne enormous figures or 1,727,ooo
tons. Add to this the hundreds oi smaller houses
owned oy private pantos between here and
Albany and we can readily estimate mat there
win b" 2.6(io,ooo tons oi this luxury ready tor next
summer's consumption, whlcti at the rate ol hair
a cent per pound gives tlie enormous value of
$28,000,000. Compare those figures with those or
eiirht or nine ye*rs ago, and the Gotuamitc will
be asloniBhod with the growing character ol the
trade.
In tne summer of 1887 there were honied by the

Knickerbocker man bat 400,000 tons, while the
Washington Company, then a young enteinrise,
and huviuir to fight a gigantic monopoly, had ohly
40,000 tons in their possession, an amount so small
that it seems trifling. And In lace oi all this the
stockholders persist in holdintr up their hands in
holy horror wneu the consumer protests airainst
prices he knows to be Illegitimate and beyond tne
line oi ordinary business profits.

LABOKKK8 WOKTUY THEIR HIRE.
J no rouged iauoi er» euipiujeu iu uu me oukuug

ana Housing or Die glittering crystal that nature
furnishes without cost nre receiving very nearly
tue same wages as they did during last season's
cuttiug.that is to say, SI 75 for outdoor men aua

ior ttie inside or more capable bauds. True,
the several companies put the men to work at the
miserable stipend 01 $1 25 per diem, and uopcd
tue men 'would not make unreasonable demands
lor high wages," or, In otuer words, wished
them to work irom early morning until the sun
snowed a golden rim over the western mountains
tor that sum, which would not support a single
man, let alone a family, and must ol the men have
wives aud children depending upon thein. The
chiseilera and the pioughera, the canal men,
room men, rrlcuon tenders, drivers, scrapers.
in fact, all but the engineers.worked
lust two days on these wanes and then
laid down their tools and demanded more pay.
With bauneis rudely inscribed ihey marcued up
and down the river showing the "bosses" their
strength and unanimity, until at lust the com-
panics were compelled io give the men what they
demauded. The temporary suspension in gatuer-
ing the crop, however, entutled inucn expense, as,
during Its progress, the Ice canals tnat were
opeued again iroze over, and, as it cost $2oO or
S300 lor each canal, the sum total was quite large,
reaching perhaps $10,0JO.g<mo into the air wttu
no return.

DOW FAYMSNT3 ABE MADE.
The laborers at the end ol the day each receive

a ticket, whicn is good at any store in the Hudson
Klver villages or on any railroad. When the
crop is gathered these tickets, u presented at
oiriinr nt tnn mftn» redemntion lurents who are
appoiuted near where tne men mive been at
wore, tiiey receive tneir lull lace value in moner.
At first sight tue pian of payment uiay seem peculiarana soiuewuat niggardly, out upon reflectionit appears pernapa tne oeaer policy to keep a

Sreat deal of money from the men until '.be work la
nished. The crop housed, tue "boases" o^re bat

httie what loliows.
COST OK OATHKRINO AND DELIVERY.

Talcing all tilings into consideration, the coat of
quarrying the ice and Housing It is less this year
than last. This I have irom a dea.er thoroughly
posted and who loves to have trutn on his side.
rather an anomaly. I must contess. And irom the
purity oi the ice and its thickness the wastage will
not overrun tturty-flve or lony per cent, Tne lor-
uier figure will no doubt be nearer the marie
than the latter; but the dealers jreneraiiy
claim that wastage reaches flity per ceui,
a figure that will be preitosrerously absurdto quote next season. The cost of
loading and shipping will be the same, perhaps, as
last year, it the griudlng monopolists do not want
their men to work for notinug, aud the cost of
distribution and delivery to their customers in your
city can be set down as in lormei seasons. So if
tne Knickerbocker and Washington companies
wish to give you New Yorkers this necessity at reasonablerates next season, they cau do so, and
men make twelve or fifteen per cant upon invested
capital.
Tbeir charges, however, are never baaed upon

actual expenses (rum toe time the Ice la cat anal
delivered, out rather upou prospective incidental
ones. May they"lr any of our men are hurt on
tue river we must take care 01 their lamilies; if we
run into passing vessels with our barges or smash
a dock, or with our wagons kill or maim a child or
citizen, we mutt pay lor it.*' And so witu
these buguears, lor an excuse they make the
public pay lor what never snould occur.

f aome peupie may ear mm cannot ue, out
an official of oDe of oar companies InIstanced these prospective expenses, and coolly
declared that "the public, when they disease our
expenaea in gathering icy, never think 01 these
things." Just as 11 the public must oc made to
pay lor tbe careiessncss and the atopldtty or irresponsibleservants! Weil, It naa pas.-ed into an
axiom tnat corporations with monopoly bava
never been Known cither to be troubled with con1scientlous scruples or to :o.<e inonor, but tne above
standpoint, aa an argument to justliy unreasonabledemand.*, is a shade cooler than the comImodity in which tlicy deal.

THE CON*UXEH8.
To three classes 01 people in New York, and, In

fact, 111 all citi.-s in this la'itude, tbe consumption
01 ice in large quantities torms, througn the not
weatner, a material consideration in ttas bill or
expenses, 'ihese classes are, hrat, brewers and
packers, who ueal very largely witn the Ice men:
secondly, proprietors o( hotels, Keepers or
restaurants and saloons, who without Ice
would soou Unci them»elves in the condition
01 tbe proverbial poet.viz.. In want 01 a
patron; tnirdly, home keepers In general,
who, taken in tno aggregate, consnme less ice
than either 01 the lortuei classes. Weil-iniorined
persons reckon the ratio 01 consumption aaiomr
tnese several classes as follows:.01 the loe consumedin New York it is calculated that the packIcrs and brewers use thirty-three and one-ibtrd
per cent ot the hundred; largo hotels, small
hotel*, big restaurants, down to tbe coffee and
cako venders, aim then the saloons and porter
houses, about lorty per cent; the rcmatmng tweu|ty-six and two-thirds being appropriated to tne use
01 lamiiies ot every caste and condition, htatisItlealljr given, irom these proximate proportions,
we nave the lollowtng table:.

rcr rff/ic.

Quantity consumed by packers and brewer* 3JX
Quantity consumed by larue and small hotels, restaurantsand saloon* 40 I
Quantity consuincd by inuiillcs 26'j 1

Total "lUO
CAPITAL 1NVE8TID.

The amount ol capital engaged in the business
this year In Now York is about $8,500,000, diajtriouted as ioIIows:.
Knickerbocker $2,0)0.1100
Wiishingtuu l.JOO.iiUJ
All oiner companies finu.iKW

Tout SJAUu.nuu
When it la known that eight or ten ye«r<ago

the aggregate capital in vested in the business
wa« but $l,77o,ooo some estimate can be funned
oi the profit it must yield: lor if it
whs not a lucrative enterprise would capital*
ists coDiinuo itun to invest r lu the vear
iHiw the Knickerbocker hud but a capn.ii
of $9oo,000 and the Washington $so,ooo
only. Then the Knickerbocker consolidated with
tne New Yore Company, and, adding $3j0,000 to
their combined capital, orougnt it up to the presient stand aid. Tne Washington, awtnle afterward,
tnon mummed out in true business style and aug>
mented their capital to $1,000,000.

Tile additional amounts likewise invested by
smaller dealers amounted to $e0.000 at mat time,
snowing a difference as between 18dfl and 187.1 as
follows:.
l a piw lor the year 1875 $8,000,000
Capital lor the year l*M I./7J iJuo

txcew ol l*7«over 18M
As to the psying character*or the business noth<

|ng can be said in addition to the above ataiemeni,
lor the reason that whoii figures are not allowed
to lie comment is unnecessary. The thousand and
one cart* that iro around New York la the season
of not westner peddling ice under the nsmes or
various "companies' arc owned by individual
speculator*. Tney get their aoppilea from bigger
neater*, and may swindle In ftrico and cheat in
weight to their hearts' content.

NEW YORK CITY.

Foar persons wsrs reported by the police jester*
day to have been injured through rilling on the
sidewalks.
The East and North rivers were comparatively

free irotn Ice yesterday. All of the lerryboau s

made regular trips, and no detentions of any accountwere reported.
The intermediate examination of the classes 01

Columbia College will be*tn tots evening and co»
tmue throughout tne week.
llannah Logan, M years of age, of No. 2M Motl

street, was beaten about the head with a club by
Ann Conway and badly injured.
A fencing, sparring and athletlo entertainment

will this evening be tendered Colonel Monstery by
his pupils, at the academy, oie sixth avenue.
The ninth regular meeting or the New York

Neurological Society will be held this evening at
the corner ol Fourth avenue and Twenty third
street.
A preliminary meeting of young ladles will be

held at Association Hail this evening lor ths
purpose of lormlng a Christian association. Dr.
Adams. Woltelaw Reid, William E. Dodge and oth«
ers will address the meeting.
Rev. Father John J. Duffy, D. D., lectured laai

CVuuiiiH ill ou fluuion b iwiuau vmuuiiu vuurcn,

corner or Duane street and City flail place, 01
"The Catholic Cnurob.*' Notwithstanding ;a<
severity of the weather the church was well filled,
and the reverend father was listened to wlti
marked attentiou. The proceeds cf the )eotur«
are to be appi ed to the benefit of the poor nndei
tne charge of St. Vlnojnt de Pant's Hocletjr.
The New YorK Free Medical College lor Women*

No. 61 St. Mark's place, seems to be growing
rapidly la numbers and influence. It at present
numbers about lUty students, and at us last com.
mencement conferred the degree of doctor of
medicine on lourteen ladies, iiisirnctlon lfi this
coilejte is entirely tree, and has already engaged
the attention ot many noble and educated Indies.
A few days ago a lady presented the anrgioal depaltinent with over )2oo worth of valuable lust* >
incnts.

BROOKLYN.

iuod wvauw*oi| j vat a viu, utiu|| at iiu< «|

Green street, was bitten terribly about the face,
so as to be disagured for life, by a Newfoundland
dog yesterday. The amtnal. wnicu is said to nav*
been mad, was shot bjr a pollcemau.
Patrick Kennedy, who lived at No. 971 Paciflo

street, was found dead on the sidewalk in Bond
street, near Bergen, Saturday pighfc Deceased,
whu nud been arlnklog very hara .'or several
nays, was thirty-eight years ox age. Tue Coroner
was notified.
Jane Carboy, an Infant twelve months old, waa

fatally burned at the residence of her parents, Not
675 Filth avenue, on Saturday nlgtit last. Tue
mother, Ellen Carboy, went out, it appears, and
left me Injured little one In charge ol another
cnild ol Heveu years. The latter set flee to cue
cioi'ilngol the lofant with a piece ol paper la
play, aud with the result set forth. The baby can>
not survive the burns which it sustained.
The nurse, Qoreman, who was in charge of the

ward of the Flatbush Lunatic A&ylum in which the
putlent stiles Midaletou killed Mr. Bennett,
lellow demented Inmate, will be discharged by the
Board of Commissioners or cburlties at their
meeting to-aay. The Commissioners say they are
determined to investigate this adalr thoroughly,
and do all that humau loresigot can effect ta
guard against a similar occurrence in tue tuture.

LONG ISLAND.

There are sixty-seven persons and estates In th»
town of SoutboM wbicb paid tax for the year 187/
to the amount of $50 and upward. The highest
tax tH paid oy too estate oi the lata Koburc Foi
(Kisher's island), $M8.
The next regular meeting of the Suffolk Count/

Temperance Society will be held in Oreenport on
Tuesday and Wednesday,»16th and 17th Inst. At
tbe meeting held at East Marlon lost week strong
resolutions in favor ol prohibitory legislation war*
adopted.
The Right Rev. Bishop Ltttlejohn visited Gratt

Church, Jamaica, yesterday lorenoon and aaminiatered tbe rite of confirmation. In tbe afternoog
he visited tbe Churcn oi tne Resurrection, at Hicte
mond Hill, lor tho same purpose.
A projected channel across the South Beach, al

Edgarton. lor which an appropriation was mad<
bj congress, has been abandoned, as ir was foniri
alter spending most of the money that the project
would cost more than it would ue worth.
Noubport has been considerably exercised ores

the qnestlon of a site for a new sohuol bouse. Oat
was selected some time ago, but it proved unsstl*
factory to a number of taxpayers, who finally succeededin having another meeting called last
week, at wmcn the former action was rescinded.
'i In. rtitrniiliin which followed was auue lively and
somewhat personal, but u was at last voted to
purchase a tvo-acre site offered by the widow
bcudder lor (900. A letter was read irom tbe Hon,
Henry J. scudder, member ol Congress, offering a
site lor $760 and to oontribute $U0 toward t/ie coal
ol grading It. ,

A number of dogs, tbe owners of wblcb are nn>
known, a lew nights ago got among a valuable
nock ol abeep on the larm ol Mr. Daniel N« Thomas,
at Arsbamoraoque, uear Greenport. wounded
ttirce fatally, arove or carried away another,
which lias not been lonnd, and bit and mangled a
numoer oi others, beside worrying and distressingine eotire flock. Mr. Thomas, being unable l«
ascertain to whom the dogs belong, has applied to
the town authoritiss or Southooia lor compensationout of the dog-tax fund. Mangling sheep 07
dogs is a irequcnt occurence la Suffolk count;.

STATEN ISLAND.

Ex-County Treasurer Abram D. Wtnants has
been appointed clerk oi tbe legislative Committee
on Villages, of which Mr. Stephen D. stevene is
chairman.
protracted meectngs have been held during the

past fortnight In tbe Methodist ohurcb at Krelscnerville,und tbe accessions to the churcu have
been quite numerous. M
Anew bouse la being erected for theMedora Hook

and Ladder Company of New Brighton, on Castlo*
ton avenue. Tne company propose to have a
housewaimlng oa the U& last.
Mr. P. J. Klernan, principal ot tbe district

school, will open a night school on New York
avenue, Ollfton, this evening, tor the acoommod*
uou of ooys who cannot attend the day sohoou
A panel of grand and petit Jurors will ba draws

at tbe county Clerk's oflloe, in Richmond, on Tuesday,the oth lnst., to serve at the County Court
and Court of Sessions, which will convene on
Tuesday, the 23d lnst.
According to a census of tbe school children is

District No. 1 of Edgewater, Just completed by
Mr. H. F. Standerwick, clerk, there are 300 betweentbe ages of eight and fourteen years. Tbe
average school attendance in the ubtrict is 230
daily.
The commtttee or the Edgewater trustees appointedto investigate tbe charges made by exCbterEngineer Brown against Rescue Engine

("omnntiv Kn. 0 for rii«nhf>ril<>nr* nf nr.lArt tn m.

tusiug to lend ttioir nose at a Are In 'lompklna
ville some tunc ago, have concluded the taking o;
testimony and will make their report to the Board
01 Trustees to-morrow evening.
The village or hdgewater has pata the following

amounts on manaamus since the lat of last
November:.To Edward Boyle, $1,095 78; W. O.
Ward, $3,7-28 36; l. H. Meyer, $2,140 15; M. Conklln.t Co., $1,022 us; A. 8. Barnes A Co., $80A 89;
John K: Armstrong, $71 .'>3; August rich mid,
$102 22. lotal, $0,024 88. About $7,600 still remainsto be settled in the same way. About
$10,000 of fixes are jet unpaid, most or which
will probably be collected b. lore the list la adver.
tiaed lo March next.

NEW JERSEY.

The Elizabeth Board of Education estimate
their expenses lor the ensuing year at |$l,M0.
The trial or Colonel Potter ror alleged arson la

still In progress in Kiuabeth, and continues to ex<
cite unusuai interest
The first Instalment or the $10 >,000 Toted by the

Legislature ol 1874 to the Centennial land ha*
just been paid, the amount being $30,000, or oneflitnor toe entire appropriation.
The Grand Jury, al the present term or the

Monmouth County court, brought In thirty-five
bills or indicment, one or which waa against a
woman lor being "a common scold and nuisance."
The funeral or the late Rev. Dr. Clark, of M.

John's Episcopal church. Ellzabetn, will take place
to-morrow, and the remains wld be Interred in
rniiadelpiiia. The mouther* of the vftstry, in a
bojy. will attend the funeral as mourners.

'Ihe Second Adventists In Ulouceater county are
holding a series of meetings, and have calculated
pretty closely. They predict what the world will,
positively come to an end on the 19th bl April
next. One man lias so mucn ial>h In the preriic.
tton that he has concluded not to work any more
oti the strength ol It, ana the people in Some i>»pj lions of the county are much excited.


